















































also confronted against a universe with its own paradoxical laws (tactics?), with a logic of its own, a logic which
surpasses the limited conscient nature of the human being, in clear contrast to the unlimited universe of our
subconscious plane. And it is on this subconscious plane where the archetypal meanings of chess have their
realm, in the sun-bathed silent forest of our imagination, where we can listen to the music of the universe, where
the mysteries find their explanation like the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle, in a world of contradictory paradoxes where
the pristine light abides.

And on the surface, the Fischerean and Kasparovian concept of attack: the destruction of both the enemy’s position
as well as his willpower, to provoke that only one of the warriors fulfils the Ordeal. Or the Nimzowitschean
approach of indirectness later patronised by Petrosian and Karpov, where everything seems to be what it is not, or
Spassky’s ecclecticism, in which the fight is against he himself in a philosophical battlefield, or the speculative
(Latin - speculum - “mirror”) style of Tal ....

In a sense or another, consciently or unconsciently, we have seen how the great masters have restored, one time or
another, to use the metaphor of “light against darkness”, converting themselves into heroes and their opponents in
the incarnated forces of evil (rivalries like those of Kasparov/Karpov; Korchnoi/Karpov; Fischer/the Russians;
Nimzowitsch/Tarrasch; Korchnoi against the Soviets after his defection, etc.) The supreme clash of Thesis versus
Antithesis to reach an apparently impossible Synthesis through the power of the negation.

When the player starts the game, he is tearing the veils to begin an initiatory trip (realise it or not). The final result
would mean the achievement of a glorious feat or sheer self-destruction (Fischer, Alekhine . . .). The control of the
superior forces and the confirmation of one’s own principles or the emptiness and the prevailing of the chaos, the
way back to contemplate oneself in the Shakespearean mirror “where all images are distorted.”

Unfortunately, in these days of utter pragmatism, in a super-professional chess, we are starting to lose the
philosophical part of chess, the mystical part of the game and its initiatory meaning, in the same way that we cannot
understand most of the Kabbalistic or mystical images for lack of the key to interpret them. Or perhaps this is a
subconscious way to preserve a secret. And so the human being will always have a mystery to unravel.

---000---
P.S. In fact, | have written nothing. Nothing in the above lines exists. You have created everything with your
imagination through the association of ideas only existing within your mind. 1 have done nothing so as everything is
done, as the Tao teaches. But never forget the ancient Egyptian proverb which goes:

“When the order of mankind fails, the hope remains that
something unforeseen will take its place.”
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Editor. This is the first of a series of articles from our Spanish member and friend, Carlos Almarza-Mato. As
you can see, Carlos has an excellent command of the English Language and is an M.A. in English Philology
which he gained by studying at Valladolid University which dates back to the 13" Century! He has a great
affection for Scotland and the SCCA, and we are delighted and grateful to be able to publish such interesting
articles.

Future articles include one about chess training methods, based on Carlos’ own knowledge and
experience, which will provide some useful hints, but he emphasises that “every player must search and think
for themselves.” He is also producing a reassessment about Bobby Fischer, which should be very interesting
to those of us who lived through the Fischer era.

We look forward to publishing these articles in future editions of the SCCA Magazine.

Readers’ Letters

In earlier years, we have received interesting letters
about correspondence chess and the Association
from readers. We would be very pleased to hear
from you, with your views, suggestions and queries.
These will be published with responses (as
appropriate) from SCCA officials, for the benefit and
interest of all members / subscribers.

Scottish CCA Magazine 15 Autumn 1998




















































































