










































































More than 25 years
Nederlandse Bond voor
Correspondentieschakers (N.B.C.)

The Dutch correspondence chess
scene was very active even before the
existence of the NBC, which was
founded in 1966. Research shows that
correspondence  chess in  the
Netherlands goes back .to the 17th
century, but the first known game is
from 1804.

The modemn history starts off after the
Second World War, when several
strong players like Dick Smit, Henk
Mostert, Mulder van Leens Dijkstra
and several others started playing in
World Championship  qualifying
tournaments. Although none of them
achieved a Final place, they had other
successes.

After the war, correspondence chess
was part of the normal chess
federation in the Netherlands, the
K.N.S.B. Several very strong OTB-
players already saw the possibility of
using CC for testing new ideas,
experience and better knowledge of
the game. Max Euwe played against
Napolitano, Hans Bouwmeester taught
his chess pupils by letting them play
correspondence chess, and Th.van
Scheltinga was the first participant
from the Netherlands in World
Championship Final I.

[by Bertrand Weegenaar, ]
[Editor Schaakschakeringen]

But also very strong  pure
correspondence chess players were
present at that time, Cor Mulder van
Leens Dijkstra (the first Dutch GM),
Ger van Perlo, Holscher, to mention a
few.

In 1966 a situation arose where the
strong correspondence chess players
were not happy with the little attention
their sport and sportmen's needs were
given in the OTB-organisation
K.N.SB.

The N.B.C. was born in Armhem
initiated by B. Perfors (President),
D. Smit (Secretary), H. Mostert (still
tournament director, also president of
the ICCF), H. Sarink and J. Zaagman
(Tournament Organisers). Strong ties
with the ICCF existed from the first
moment.

In 1966, the postal chess magazine
Schaakschakeringen was founded to
provide the players in the different
N.B.C.-tournaments with information
on the results in their groups.
Furthermore it gave the possibility to
publish games and analyses.
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The first N.B.C. Dutch Championship
was held the next year, and was won
by HBouwmeester, ahead of
H.Holscher and K.Mulder van Leens
Dijkstra. This year the 25th event will
start.

It has proved a starting point for a lot
of international players. At this
moment 12 players have the ICCF-
Grandmaster title: K.Mulder wvan
Leens Dijkstra (+), Pieter Seewald (+),
(Pieter was the last to receive the GM-
title. Unfortunately he died two
months ago), H. Bouwmeester,
P. Boll, D. van Geet, A. den Ouden,
G. van Perlo, H. Sarink, D. Smit,
G. Timmerman, Tj. Wiersma and

J. van QOosterom. Furthermore there .

are 21 ICCF-Masters, several ICCF
International-Tournament Arbiters.

Besides individual successes, team
awards were also achieved. One of
the reasons was the strength of people
like Mulder van Leens Dijkstra to
create a team spirit, even in something
as individual as correspondence chess.
Its result: bronze medals in the I and
III European Team tournament, and
several participations in Olympiad
Finals.

The city of Den Bosch has won the
2nd International City Tournament.

At this moment a Dutch men's team
plays in the Olympiad XI-Final and a
ladies' team takes part in the Ladies
IV Final.

In organising strong tournaments, the
N.B.C. has tried also to set standards.
From 1969-1972 the first NBC Master

tournament was held and won by
A.den Ouden (NLD) ahead of
S.Brilla Banfalvi (HUN) and C.
Groeneveld (NLD).

From 1976-1980, the Perfors
Memorial was organized as a tribute
to B. Perfors who was a stimulating
force in the Dutch correspondence
world. It was won by K.B. Richardson
(ENG), before second D.Smit (NLD)
and P.H. Clarke (ENG).

On the 15th anniversary of the
N.B.C., two tournaments were held:
the Volmac Grandmaster and Master
tournaments. The Grandmaster group
was won by H. Rittner (DDR), ahead
of Tj. Wiersma (NLD), G.Timmerman
(NLD) and H. Bouwmeester (NLD).
The Mastergroup by D. van Geet
(NLD) followed by D. Orseth (NOR).

In 1991, the NBC 25-Jubilee Tourney
began. It hasn't finished yet, but the
first two places are known already:
1. GM G. Timmerman (NLD), 2. GM
J.van Oosterom (NLD). It looks as if
our own tournaments have given a lot
of players the stimulus to try their
best!!

The future for correspondence chess in
the Netherlands is maybe as good or
bad as in all other countries. The
expensive times, uncertain political
situations which makes it impossible
for many people to play chess at their
best, the strength of chess computers
of which a lot of people think will
threaten at least the fun in
correspondence chess (I myself am a
strong opponent against this opinion.)
But on the other hand we have a lot of
strong, even very young players who
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White: G. Jelliss Black: Z. Woronowicz 1e3 2 e5Nh6 3 a4,Bb5,Nh3 4 c6,d5,
Bg4,Bxdl? 5Kxdl,Ra3,Rc3,Rxc6,Re6 mate.

White: G. Dipilato Black: M. Leoncini 1 d4 2 Nf6,d5 3 e4,e5,Bb5+ (checking
on the last move of a turn is often good tactics) 4 c6,Ne4,Kd7,cxb5 5 Nc3,Nxed,
Ke2, f4, Nc5+ 6 Kc7, BfS, Bxe, 5, b6, Bxd1+? 7 Kd2, Kc3, Kb4, Nad4, Nxb6,
Ka5, Nxa8 mate (as Black must now give check).

Why not give P.C. a try? Arrange to play a game or two alongside your regular
games.

Addresses:

AILSE.: Alessandro Castelli, C. da Potenza 11, 62010 Villa Potenza (MC), Italy
Variant Chess: Peter Wood, 39 Linton Road, Hastings, E. Sussex, TN34 1TW.

b R-0-0:0-1

Fernschach International
Full Set - 1993 Magazines (11 issues) for £7.50 (inclusive of postage)
Full Set - 1994 Magazines (11 issues) for £10 (inclusive of postage)

Correspondence Chess Informators
No. 5/1994 £7.50 each }

No. 6/1994 £7.50each }  £12.50 for both

Correspondence Chess Yearbooks
No. 10/1994 £7 50 each }
No. 11/1994 £7.50 each }
No. 12/1994 £7.50 each }

£20.00 for set of 3

You can't get better prices than ours for 1995 editions and we also give 10%
discount to SCCA Members and Magazine Subscribers. If you have already
subscribed elsewhere for this year, why not book with us for 1996!7

Qualitext Business Services, 8 Wheatfield Avenue, Inchture,
Perthshire, PH14 9RX, Tel 01828-686556, Fax 01828-686004.
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reviewed by Alan Borwell

The Complete Vienna
by Tseitlin & Glazkov
127 pages, £12.99

One of the oldest chess openings, the
Vienna has come back into fashion in recent

years, particularly in correspondence games.

Although slightly more restrained than the
King's Gambit, many of the main variations
include an early f4 with a quick attack. The
quieter 3 g3 is also analysed, as is the wild
3 Bed Nxed.

There are 7 well-indexed chapters followed
by illustrative games, several of which were
played by the authors.

The Vienna is recommended for postal
players wishing to avoid the lengthy theory
of the Ruy Lopez or the stolid Petroff as
responses to 2 Nf3.

Think Like a Chess Master - Gambits
by Graham Burgess
112 pages, £7.99

Following on from other 1994 books in the
series (Pawn Power, Piece Power and
Opening Play), this and the adjacent book
are ideal for new students of the game.

A gambit is described as an "investment” of
a pawn rather than a speculative offer!

This book provides a comprehensive
introduction to most of the more playable
gambits. There are nicely graded exercises
for novices, intermediate players and
experts!

Batsford
4 Fitzhardinge Street
London, W1H 0AH.
Tel. 0171 486 8484

The Complete Benoni
by Lev Psakhis
256 pages, £15.99

This is an ambitious and comprehensive
book, with current analysis of all the key
lines.

For postal players looking for a dynamic
response to 1 d4, the Benoni is an ideal
choice. The chapters and index of
variations are linked to Informator Openings
References (A60 to A79), which is a useful
innovation.

Lev Psakhis is one of the World's top GMs
and his first book The Complete French was
a huge success. It is likely that this will be
at least as popular with players with enough
courage to play such a challenging defence.

Strongly recommended.

Think Like a Chess Master - Planning
by Neil McDonald
112 pages, £7.99

Covering basic strategical motifs, this is an
excellent introductory book for young and
ambitious players. Using questions and
exercises, it leads the student to logical
conclusions.

Chapters deal with Weak Pawns, Open
Files and Diagonals, How to Plan and Think
during a Game, etc.

Written by one of the excellent new
Batsford's authors who are bringing such
refreshing styles to modern chess books.
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