




































































34 Qds+!

Here I thought that I had found the
winning line.

;£ T—— ¥xds
35  Wer+ ©2b6
36 B 6+ We6
37  MxeS

The question here is whether this is
better than the immediate 37 B xc6+.
The advantage is that the move played
begins the process of eliminating
Black's central pawns, whereas the
downside is that it allows Black to
begin the untangling of his B and
provide an escape for his £. For
example, 37 Bxc6+ ©xc6 38 We6+
©c5 39 WxeS+ Dod 40 We2+ d3
41 ¥ed+ ©c5 and White can play
either 42 We5+ or Le3+ but neither
seem to lead to a conclusive outcome.

< i A Hc7
38  Hxc6+ Dxc6
39 Med+ 2b6
40 Mrxdd+ ST

Now I had six possible moves to
consider! - viz. g7, Wed+, Wd5+,
Lcl, g2 or 2f2. 1 couldn't find a
clear cut winning line anywhere and
began to realise that it was even
possible to lose if I allowed Black's &2
to hide away at a8.

41  Mds+ @8
42  WMe6+ 2b7
43 Wes+ 08
4 e+ ©2b7
45 W3+ 2c8

46 Wegd+ Draw agreed.
Y Y

I had thought that 45 ficl might
provide time to advance the K-side
pawns but it would also have allowed
the black & into the game via c4 -
then all the winning chances would be
his!

Who thinks that postal chess is
boring!?

Wy

We end this time with a couple of
brevities from a new contributor, Tom
Thomson.

WT/M/GT/323

“This tournament was my first attempt
at this level and I had to score one-
third of the available points to remain
in the Master Class. These two quick
wins gave me a good start."

‘White: Benito Lopez Esnaola (ESP) 2165
Black: Tom Thomson (SCO)

English Opening A34

1 cd c5
2 Af3 afe
3 Ac3 ds

This move fights for active play and
has always been a favourite of mine.

4 cxd5s Qxds
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5 ed

This is Nimzowitsch's move and is
probably the most testing.

8 Qb4

The alternative @xc3 is also playable
but gives a completely different type of
game.

6 D4 Qd3+
7 fRe2 Af4+
T | Qe

Played to prevent d4. The alternative
8 ... fe6 is risky.

9 b4

I believe this move is best as 9 Qe5
(which does give Black an opportunity
to go wrong with ... @d7? 10 Qxf7
©2xf7 11 Lxe6 Lxe6 12 Wb3+) is
well answered with 9 ... g6! 10 ¥a4+
£.d7 11 @xd7 ¥xd7 12 Lxe6 fxe6
13 ¥xd7+ ©xd7 14 d3 Qcs
15 L¢3 b6 16 ha Lg7 17 h5 Hafs,
with good play for Black, Larsen v
Timman, Bugojno 1984.

L g6!

This pawn sacrifice continues the fight
for active piece play. The main move
9 .. cxb4 comes up against the
excellent 10 @Qe2! and White has a

12 d4

Now White has a big centre
(something I usually like to have) but
this position has to be defended as
Black has the initiative.

12 s Qc6
13 fe3 Was!

Better than 13 ... g4 14 Qe2 £5
15 h3, Seirawan-Miles, London 1982.

14 ¥d2 0-0-0
15 BHel fs!

Breaking down White's centre.
16  exfS gxfs
17 9g1

This is a calm move, anticipating a
possible ... fcd+ and ... €5.

iy fed
18 M2 B hf8
19 4Q4d1??

This is bad and it was time for the plan
g3, ©g2, Bhdl.

19 ... Ads
20 W3

White is hoping for counterplay on the
open files after.....

huge space advantage for the pawn. 20 ... Wxa2
White wants to play d4, so... 21 Qes L xes
22 dxeS Hes
10  bxcS HSeo7
11 - Lxe6 Lxe6
Scottish CCA Magazine June 1994

45




























































